Neonatal meningitis caused by Streptococcus gallolyticus subsp. pasteurianus.
We encountered a case of neonatal meningitis caused by Streptococcus gallolyticus subsp. pasteurianus. The patient was an 8-day-old boy. Gram staining of the cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) revealed gram-positive cocci in pairs or in short chains. In culture, γ-streptococcus-like colonies grew. The result of 16S rRNA sequence analysis identified S. gallolyticus subsp. pasteurianus. From these results, bacterial meningitis was diagnosed and, as a result of antimicrobial susceptibility testing, single-dose ampicillin therapy was given. Because inflammatory deterioration and spread was suspected from the CSF test results, this therapy was added by panipenem/betamipron. In response to his recovery, antibiotic treatment was stopped and the boy was discharged. This bacterium was classified as S. gallolyticus subsp. pasteurianus in the latest report in 2003. Since this change, there have only been a few cases of neonatal meningitis caused by this bacterium. Here we report this rare case.